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Filled with an interesting variety of shops selling traditional
goods, "Nakamise," the 250 meter long market from
Kaminarimon Gate to Hozomon Gate, is one of the oldest
markets in Japan. It was established in the Genroku and Kyoho
periods (1688 - 1735). The current buildings were reconstructed
during the Taisho period after the Great Kanto Earthquake in
1923, and have undergone several renovations.
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Kume Heinai was an expert swordsman of "Ken no tatsujin",
a Japanese martial art, in the Edo period. He won many real
fights, and before he passed away in 1683, he wished to
redeem the souls of his victims. He requested his remains
be buried under the bustling street to be forever trodden on.
(Walking over someone's remains is known as "fumitsuke,"
with a double meaning of sending love letters in Japanese.)
For this act, he was enshrined as the God of Marriage at this i — il g

site which was restored in 1978.
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Asakusa Shrine celebrates the memory of the three men who
found and recognized the statue currently enshrined at Senso-ji
Temple as Asakusa Kannon. The founder of the Tokugawa
Shogunate, Tokugawa leyasu was popularly known as "Gongen-
sama". The three men and Tokugawa leyasu were enshrined
together here and it was known as "Sanja Gongen" until 1873.
Asakusa Shrine is famous for its Sanja Festival and its "Gongen-
zukuri" architecture is designated as an Important Cultural

Property.
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Asakusa Bunko is a library holding over 3,000 books and
1,000 magazines relating to Asakusa. In the Edo period, it is
recorded that there were five sites to store written
documents called "Asakusa Bunko" (libraries in Asakusa).
The current library, originally opened in 1977, moved in 2000
to the 2nd floor of TEPCO Asakusa, an attraction site which
adds to the enjoyable atmosphere of downtown Asakusa.
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The Museum of Traditional Arts and
Crafts is the place to experience the
genuine skill and spirit that has been
forged by artisans over centuries, amidst
the unique history and atmosphere of
the Shitamachi district. Arts and crafts
such as reed cabinets, reed screens and
battledores ("hagoita" - an ancient form
of a badminton racket) are exhibited.
Demonstrations by artisans are regularly
scheduled at the museum.
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Stars Plaza in front of Asakusa Public
Hall displays handprints and autographs
of famous entertainers such as Kabuki
actors and movie actors and actresses
who have contributed to promote public
entertainment in Japan. As many
talented entertainers have debuted and
achieved stardom here, this site is
symbolic of Asakusa.
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Rokku Broadway is a unique entertainment
area where stores, theaters and leisure
attractions such as bowling alleys are
located. In the Meiji period, the Senso-ji
Temple premises were divided into six
("Roku") and the sixth division ("Rokku")
attracted show-business attractions and
thrived as Japan's top entertainment area

until the 1950s.
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Sengen Shrine is popularly called Ofuji-sama.
Ofuji-sama refers to Mt. Fuji, a mountain that
many Japanese people worshipped as a holy
mountain in the past. People who were not
able to climb Mt. Fuji on the traditional
opening day on June 1, (currently July 1),
worshipped at Sengen Shrine and it
subsequently became the shrine dedicated to
Mt. Fuji. On the last Saturday and Sunday of
May and June, a plant fair (called Ueki-ichi) is

held annually near this site.
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Matsuchiyama Shoden is the popular name
of Honryu-in Temple housing the image of
Buddha which is prayed to for happy family
life, prosperity, and success in business.
The Honryu-in Temple legend claims that a
golden dragon flew down to Earth in 595
when this temple was first built. The view of
Sumida River from Mt. Matsuchiyama was
often depicted in "Nishikie," colored

wooden prints of the Edo period.
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"Komagata Do" (a one-room building
with a wooden floor) enshrines the
Horse-headed Kannon, one of the Myo-o
deities, represented as raging against
evil spirits. The site is said to be the
birthplace of Asakusa where Asakusa
Kannon, the principal image of Senso-ji
Temple, was found and first enshrined.
The main gate of Senso-ji was also
located at this site centuries ago.
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