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- 3 S5 e A 628, a statue of the "Asakusa Kannon" (Goddess of Mercy) was fount
@iﬁﬂi*&mi_ﬂgﬁ;%;%%%;m a River and enshrined. This became the principal image of the temple. In
period (1192-1333), the Shoguns (military leaders) were deeply devotec
annon, and under their patronage, Senso-ji became a full-scale Buddh
ever, it was in the Tokugawa period (1603-1868), when Edo (old Tokyo) E
on's capital and the leaders established Senso-ji as their prayer hall. Fr
e temple became a place of worship for the common people and attaine
I, exerting an enormous influence on Edo culture.
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ay, with Senso-ji being the oldest temple in Tokyo, Asakusa attracts many
‘0ss the nation and worldwide as a place of worship and as a lively area p
e atmosphere of traditional "downtown" Edo (today called Shitamachi).

a is also conveniently located for easy access to major Tokyo metropolita
good place to start an enjoyable Sumida River cruise. It is also only 1 h
ites by train to Nikko, a UNESCO World Heritage Site. Located in Nikk
Shrine complex dedicated to Tokugawa leyasu, the founder of the Tol
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Cherry Blossom Festival Late March-Early Aril
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For more information, please call Asakusa Tourist Federation at 03-3844-1221.
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Bean-Throwing Festival ~ Feb. 3

Asakusa Kannon Jigen-e 3A18H
Manifestation of Asakusa Kannon Mar. 18
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In the olden days, it was said that a person visiting a shrine or a temple which
was located in that year's lucky direction, would be able to enjoy happiness and
longevity throughout the year. Nowadays, people visit shrines and temples where
Shichihuku-jin (the Seven Deities of Good Fortune) are deified to pray for peace
for the coming year during the New Year period. This is called Shichifuku-jin Mairi
(a visit to the Seven Deities of Good Fortune). In the Asakusa area, Nadokoro
Shichifuku-jin Mairi (a visit to famous Shichifuku-jin in Asakusa) is held. Senso-ji
deifies Daikokuten (the God of Wealth), Asakusa-jinja deifies Ebisu (the Patron of
Seafarers and a symbol for prosperity in business), Matsuchiyama-Shoden
deifies Bishamon (the God of War), Imado-jinja and Yasaki-inari-jinja enshrine
Fukurokuju (the God of Wealth and Longevity), Hashiba-fudoin deifies Hotei (the
God of Happiness), Ishihama-jinja and Otori-jinja enshrine Jurojin (the God of
Longevity), and Yoshiwara-jinja deifies Benzaiten (the Goddess of Art).
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Asakusa Yabusame 4R%H SR CRESTICE R
The Art of Shooting Arrows on Horseback  Mid-Apr. DESICENSEL)

Three mikoshi (portable shrines),
ichinomiya, ninomiya, and
sannomiya, respectively
representing Hajino Nakatomo
(who first enshrined Kannon),
and Hamanari and Takenari
(the brothers who found the
Kannon in their nets), are
brought to the main building of
Senso-ji Temple on the evening
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Since the Edo period, the area around
Sumida Park has been known for its

of the 17th and taken out on magnificent cherry trees. During the cherry
the morning of the 18th. The blossom season (late March - early April),
dance of the golden dragon is people come and view the 1,050 beautiful
also performed on the 18th. blossoming cherry trees along the Sumida
River, and another 700 trees in Sumida Park.
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Ofuji'san no Ueki-ichi The Plant Fair
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This is a ceremony to celebrate the coming of
spring and has been held since the Muromachi
period. Beans are scattered to ward off a
misfortune or a calamity. Fukujyu-no-mai (a
dance of the Seven Deities of Good Fortune) is
performed on this day to praise Kannon for
happiness and prosperity.
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Baby Crying Competition End of Apr.
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End of May and End of Jun.
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Sanja Festival 3rd Weekend of May
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This game, held during the last 10 days of April,
started as a memorial on the fifth anniversary of the
restoration of a bronze statue of Danjuro Ichikawa
IX, a Kabuki performer in "Shibaraku", a famous
Kabuki play. This traditional event is held to ensure
the future health of children. Two babies, each held
in the arms of a person wearing a sumo wrestler's
loincloth, compete by outcrying each other. The first
baby to cry in a loud voice is the winner.
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This is a festival of Sengen-jinja (Mt. Fuji Shrine) and
is called "Ofuji-san no Ueki-ichi" because it is a plant fair.
In the Edo period, climbing Mt. Fuji became popular,
and many Sengen-jinja were erected to the spirit of
Mt. Fuji in various parts of the country. Many "Fujiko" § 7 N
(religious groups that worship Mt. Fuiji) were formed. People who were not able to
climb Mt. Fuiji visited each Sengen-jinja. The festival days of Sengen-jinja are May
31 and June 1, and the climbing season at Mt. Fuji opens on July 1. The festival
used to be held over four specific dates (May 31, June 1, June 30 and July 1), but
nowadays it is held on the Saturday and Sunday closest to these dates.

During the Edo period, this festival of
Asakusa Shrine was held on March |
17th and 18th in association with the
manifestation of Kannon. However,
after the Meiji period, it was changed
to May 17th and 18th. These days, it
is held on the third Saturday and Sunday of May. On the Saturday,
there is a combined parade of approximately 100 mikoshi
(portable shrines) from 44 ujiko (communities under the protection
of a community deity), and the three mikoshi of the head shrine
are taken out for the parade and returned to the shrine on Sunday.
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Last Sat. of Jul. Nov. 3
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Yabusame was the New Year's event of Asakusa
Shrine in the Edo period. It was revived in 1983
and is now held in the middle of April at Sumida
Park. The courageous riders shooting arrows
from horseback are a rousing sight, and evokes
images of a woodblock print of the Edo period.
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The Rooster Fair Held in Nov.
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Tori-no-ichi is held in November on the
day of the rooster. This fair was
originally known as "Tori-matsuri"
(literally Bird Festival in kanji characters) among farmers celebrating the autumn
harvest who dedicated a rooster to show their gratitude. In the Edo period, the
kanji character changed to rooster and the day was celebrated as a fair.
Nowadays it is a festival to pray for a prosperous business year. Bamboo rakes
from the shrine serve as lucky charms that represent raking in good luck.
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Hagoita-ichi is held on December 17th-19th as the
last festival of the year for Kannon, and is also
called "osame-no-Kannon" (the last Kannon). It
was originally called "Toshi-no-ichi" (a year-end
fair) and it was held to prepare for Oshogatsu (the
New Year). Since people no longer need to buy
their Oshogatsu goods at Toshi-no-ichi, the main
products for sale today at the festival are
battledores ("hagoita" - an ancient form of a
traditional Japanese badminton racket).
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The fair is held on July 9th and
10th, days when people pray
to Kannon for good fortune.
It is said that a person visiting
Senso-ji on this day will
receive 46,000 days' worth of

i divine favors. On this day, the
EROINERT. (_0)E||La5\ precincts of Senso-ji are filled
S0 BEAF6FESDMEFZE  with the sounds of wind-chimes
DHHEEHN TS, TDH and lively cries of vendors
FEFIHEAIF. EFSDEEHEIC  selling Chinese lantern plants
BZDLWVEETFEDTTEOEND  throughout the day.
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Asakusa Samba Carnival
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People in Asakusa move to Latin rhythms on this day held during the last 10 days of
August. The Samba Carnival began in 1981 as an event to add charm and

excitement to summer in Asakusa. Currently, more than 3,000 people participate
annually in the carnival dancing and parade.

This festival, usually
held on the last
Saturday of July,
started in 1733 and
became an event that
gave poetic charm to
Edo city. Fireworks in the Ryogoku area had been an
annual event since the Meiji period, but were suspended
from time to time due to wartime and traffic problems. It
was revived in 1978 as the "Sumida River Firework
Festival," with 20,000 fireworks displayed every year.
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Tokyo Jidai Matsuri is a historical parade
that recreates Tokyo's history and culture by
exhibiting picture scrolls depicting a pictorial
history from 628, when Sensoji Kannon was
enshrined, to the present day. This parade
highlights the fact that Asakusa is the
historical and cultural center of Tokyo. You
can also watch Shirasagi-no-Mai (Dance of
the White Heron) on this day, November 3rd.
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